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Talofa from PARADISE: A Special Talofa Lava to all Nuts, and would-be Nuts! “Greetings from Paradise. Now that we have settled down for a while in Paradise, and our silly newsletter has grown to some 500 copies…”  was the beginning of my newsletter of April 1991. Well, it is now some 15 years later and this silly newsletter now goes to more than 6,000 friends of Coconuts Beach Club, by snail mail and email. Talk about SPAM! As you will see in this latest State of Paradise report all is still well in Samoa. Lots of great projects that we have finished and lots to tell you about for the future! I hate to say it, but the real world is not doing very well and the trend is not encouraging. So, we still have no daily reminders of the real world at Coconuts – no telephones in the rooms, TV’s or newspapers. Now, on the other hand, our world continues to be great – and extremely peaceful, safe and free from worry. So if you want to exchange the pressures of your world for the lack of them in ours, then please come and join us!  Now, for the State of Paradise Report ……Your Samoan chief, Tautaimatapalapala 
PROGRESS IN SAMOA: An oxymoron? Decide for yourself…To be very honest, I have to tell you that this part of my last newsletter got me in BIG trouble because a lot of people didn’t think that I was funny, or even amusing, despite my sincere attempt at humor. As the saying goes, I guess some people just can’t take a joke! So, I am only going to say supportive (and very boring) things from now on – and all of them non-controversial. AND, in the future there will be no further stories whatsoever about that resort down the beach from us – which shall remain nameless. HOW RUDE! … Yes, it really happened, folks.  Aggie Grey’s at the airport opened this year with 90 or so rooms and so now Samoa has a BIG Resort (140 rooms when complete)… Our National airline – Polynesian Airlines – is just a shell of it’s former self. International service in and out of Samoa that was formerly handled by Polynesian is now a part of the Virgin Blue (Australia) operations – the new airline is called Polynesian Blue. As a result there is greater frequency from Australia, less from New Zealand, but they have eliminated the former Polynesian service to Samoa from Honolulu and North America.  Stay tuned!! … Lastly, the Samoan government has decided that we need more resorts built in Samoa. And, I support my government. … So, how did I do this time?

NEWS FOR OUR COCO NUTS :... Once again, I hope you enjoy the enclosed edition of NUT LETTERS … all 100% true! ... I should call them something other than letters, since so many come by way of email. As a new feature, I have started to include excerpts from our Guest Comment Forms that many guests so willingly fill out for us shortly before their departure from Coconuts. But, however you wish to contact us, please know that your cards and letters are very welcome and we enjoy reading each and every one of them. I must say that we do get lots and lots of mail from you and I wish I could publish all of them. I might have to think about two pages of mail! How does that sound? …  I am happy to report that the number of Returning Nuts continues to grow and has been so high this year that during a couple of weeks in September 40% of our guests were Returning NUTS.  If, after reading about all the great things that are going on at Coconuts it makes you want to return to Coconuts again, right away, don’t forget about our special deal for RETURNING NUTS – now celebrating it’s 11 Year Anniversary! - a 20% discount on your room rate, and a complimentary upgrade, if available.  

COCONUTS "STAYS FAMOUS" Now, this might not seem like REALLY BIG news, since it comes from a relatively small magazine – The Brisbane News – but it means a lot to us. Issue #558 has a great article on Samoa and one that also mentions Coconuts. It is written by David May, a very fine writer and most accomplished photographer. David came to Samoa as a photographer to do an article in 1991 and spent a lot of time at Coconuts –when we were only a Beach Club - before there were any accommodations.  He took some splendid pictures of Samoa and one of them appeared in an Australian newspaper – one with me and Sieni walking down the beach, hand in hand, at Coconuts, That one photograph has been an all time favorite of ours for all these years and now – out of the blue – David has returned! In a great article, David says about Coconuts  “There are plush suites, traditional-style fales, a Treehouse fale … The gourmet restaurant has become internationally famous for its local seafood under the stewardship of the delightfully eccentric Michael “Mika” Pirics.  With a gecko-shaped pool and swim-up cocktail bar, bar stools perched on sand, luxuriously appointed fales and a range of water sports, Coconuts also sparked local interest in this resort concept which, due to Fa’a Samoa, was not exactly explosive, more like a controlled burn”.  Thanks, David! … Finally, from the August 14, 2005 Sun Herald (AUS) “…and we slip briefly into resort life on the south coast at Coconuts Beach Club, where we stay in a jungle-chic tree house and sip fabulously gaudy cocktails from (what else?) coconuts”.

RESTAURANT NEWS:  Actually, not much new to report here. The food is still terrific. If anything, Mika has gotten better over the years. So, the food is better today than it was the last time that you were here. Mika, on the other hand, is still the same, cantankerous Mika he has always been – How Rude! Amazingly, Julia, his wife of more than 10 years now, still puts up with him. And, in November we celebrated the 15th anniversary of the opening of Sieni’s Three Stool Bar at Coconuts Beach Club. It was a wonderful celebration that lasted for two weeks and brought together a lot of old friends and Beach Club Members to share stories and a drink or two. WOW, 15 years - how time flies when you’re having fun!

HOTEL NEWS: I am happy to say that the reaction to the remodeled Treehouse rooms has truly been better than we had hoped for. The goal was to keep faith to the original design, but upgrade it in every way possible. And, I’m happy to report that the most critical in our extended family – our Returning Nuts – have declared it a success.  Check out the NUT Letters! … As promised, on the site of the original Villa (our first home in Samoa) we have completed our version of the ubiquitous “Presidential Suite” –The Royal Beach Villas. There are three individual, split level fales that are connected by covered bridges to form one large complex – if required. Or, each Villa can be experienced separately. Each spacious thatched roof Villa has been constructed with very large poles, expanses of glass and sliding doors, as the exterior of the fale, so that there are no walls to separate you from the surrounding paradise. In the rear there is a luminescent wall that forms the entire back of each fale and leads into our famous, “open air” bathrooms – complete with Quartzite walls and floor, double sinks and sunken lava rock waterfall showers. The center Villa – Villa Matai – is very large and has a second floor Observatory and deck with sleeping accommodations accessed by a circular staircase. The unique and stunning architecture of these Villas is sure to be a hit for all of you that can afford it. After all, luxury like this doesn’t come cheap! Only kidding! The Villas are quite affordable – and much less than the competition charges. Check it out. … Just visit our web site and book your room via the Internet in one single, effortless endeavor, thanks to the new, on-line booking feature we have added to our web site. … Next project? Here comes our SPA and Yoga center! Work has already started. Stay tuned! … Lastly, we are happy to report that we have established a retirement fund for our loyal employees that have been with us for so many years. This pension and retirement plan is our way of saying thanks to the many long-term employees that you have come to know and we have come to regard as family. Unprecedented (as far as I know) in all of Samoa, our plan will provide our employees with 20 years of service with a retirement income for life, paid for entirely by Coconuts, with no employee contributions required.
TOFA SOIFUA: Wow! I’m exhausted! It’s sunset, and time for a break - work, work, work. We are very blessed, here in Paradise. We have almost everything. The only thing missing is YOU.  Love from all of us, to all of you …………!  

 Tautaimatapalapala (Barry), Faletua Sieni (Jennifer), Mika (Mike), Onolina (Lina) Ned  (Ned)
