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Talofa from PARADISE: A Special Talofa to all Nuts, and would-be Nuts! Well, it is now just about one year since I last sat at my trusty old Mac and wrote to all of you – and what a year it has been! It seems like every day the world slips just a little bit more towards total chaos and insanity. Certainly the news media will make you aware of that – if you tune in. I am happy to say that Samoa is still the same quiet, tranquil and safe place that it has been in the past. It is now just a little more than 13 years since Mika, Sieni and I first moved here to Samoa and started writing to you from Paradise.  So, I guess the really good word that I can share with all of you is the fact that Samoa is still Paradise! And, Coconuts is still Coconuts – staying the same but yet changing, ever so slightly. No, don’t be alarmed, the changes do not include telephones in the room or TVs anywhere on the property – we are still not tuned in. Mika, Sieni, Ned and I are very gratified that you enjoy our unique brand of hospitality and come back for more. We thank all of you Nuts and would-be Nuts for your encouragement. And, please continue to write to me. I welcome your comments! Your Samoan chief, Tautaimatapalapala 
PROGRESS IN SAMOA: An Oxymoron? Decide for yourself! ... Despite promises to increase their frequency of service, Polynesian airlines is still flying between Honolulu and Apia once a weak – HOW RUDE!  But, on the other hand, they have been doing so for about two years now! There is still talk about twice-weakly service, but just talk. Not much new there. But, as far as “Other Hotels”, there has been a lot happening. Rumors have been circulating for the past year about three new MAJOR hotel projects that were due to start construction “any day now”. However, so far, it has been all talk and no action. That contrasts sharply with the situation concerning that certain resort - which shall remain nameless - about 100 meters down the beach from us. That resort – which shall remain nameless – decided that it could make more money by going out of the hotel business. So, effective August 15, 2002, they leased out their entire property to a highly secretive and private “spiritual organization”, whose members claim to be artists – and so now no outsiders are allowed on the property. The word is that this arrangement is only for one year – but we shall see. I am sorry to say that none of the spiritualist/artists come to Coconuts to sample Mika’s great food. Why not, you ask? Because the word is that they favor raw food only. NOW THAT IS REALLY RUDE!!! 
NEWS FOR OUR COCO NUTS :... Once again, I hope you enjoy the enclosed edition of NUT LETTERS. And – as always - they are all 100% true! ... To all of our Nuts who were married at Coconuts - which is now happening on a regular basis - please send us your digital pictures so we can include them on our web site. Just email them to me at cbcsamoa@aol.com, and then check our web site for pictures of your wedding. We are adding new pictures all the time. Speaking of our web site, we continue to improve (?) our website at www.coconutsbeachclub.com!!  If you haven’t seen it for a while, please check it out. .... Erskine and Christine Rodan, RETURNING NUTS from Melbourne, were recently back for their twentieth visit.... I continue to receive lots of queries about our special deal for RETURNING NUTS. It’s easy. All you have to do is to write, fax, call or Email us - or your travel agent - and say that you are a RETURNING NUT. We will do the rest. You will receive a 20% discount on your room rate, and a complimentary upgrade if available (don’t you hate when they say that?) when you check in. 
COCONUTS "STAYS FAMOUS" I am happy to say that despite the news media preoccupation with unhappy world events, there were a few writers who managed to find Samoa and Coconuts and write about their experiences. An article in the San Diego Union (California, USA) newspaper of March 3, 2002, entitled “Going Places”, was written by Michelle Mauerman about her journey through French Polynesia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Samoa, Tonga and Hawaii. Her Favorite Hotel on the trip – Coconuts Beach Club & Resort in Samoa - “with double bath tubs, pool with swim-up bar, and a delicious restaurant”. Thanks Michelle! … At the World Fireknife Championships held in Hawaii on May 16-18, 2002, I am happy to say that long time Coconuts Beach Club employee Lesoa was on hand to see his son Barry (no, not me) take first place in the 6-11 year class, daughter Melai take first place in the 12-17 year class and son Pati take first place in the senior division. I am sure that all of you NUTS remember the thrilling Saturday night Coconuts firekinfe dancers Barry and Melai who have been performing at Coconuts Beach Club since they were each 4 years old.  Graham Reid in the New Zealand Herald wrote one of our favorite articles on January 16, 2002, entitled “a luverly bunch of coconuts”.  We especially like the part “In the early 90s the British author Simon Winchester … visited Samoa in the course of writing a book about his travels in the Pacific… He concentrated   on the story of its owners, Barry and Jennifer Rose … But with all due respect, he missed something. Only in passing does he mention a chief attraction at Coconuts: the food”.  RECOMMENDED READING: “Traveling The South Pacific Without Reservations” by Evangeline Brunes, Penrith Publications, Virginia, USA. 

RESTAUARANT NEWS:  I am happy to say that the newly remodeled dining room has turned out even better than we thought it would.   But, it is strange to see so many of the guests at dinner staring at the ceiling instead of their food! Why are they gazing up? Because it is so beautiful! The beauty comes from the visible trusses, made on the site, from huge poles tied together with afa, radiating out, like the spokes of a wheel from the bar. And, our local craftsman, using local materials, did it all.  Just as soon as a good photographer comes to visit we will post some pictures on our website. The MEAL DEAL, now in it’s fourth year, continues to be a great success! The price of the MEAL DEAL remains the same - only US$39.95 per person for breakfast, lunch and three-course dinner - with unlimited quantities of our California House Wine at lunch and dinner, plus unlimited quantities of many of your other favorite beverages, including the ever-popular Vailima Beer. But, that great price is only available if you book the Meal Deal in advance, and only through March 31, 2003. If you decide to take the Meal Deal after you arrive be prepared to spend a few bucks more - $44.95. Still a great deal!  In response to your comments, I am happy to say that we now have new and expanded menus. The breakfast menu has some great additions – like “Samoan styled pancakes”! And our lunch menu now has a lot more salads. Try the Panzanella salad. One of my favorites! Dinner now features both Samoan and Continental specialties – every night! Look at the new menus on our website and drool!

HOTEL NEWS : Right now we are finishing up one of our longest planned – but not built – projects. Since we first opened our Hotel in 1992, and changed over from a Beach Club to a Resort, we have wanted to build a new entrance and reception. Well, it is now a reality! That quaint little building that has served as our reception was originally built for our staff to check and make sure that only Beach Club members were admitted. After all, we were originally just a Beach Club – restaurant, bar, showers, bathrooms and beach lounges. As you know the Beach Club was a big success (one of our earliest Beach Club Members is the owner of the resort down the beach from us - which shall remain nameless) and inspired us to add  our first hotel rooms. We now have a grand new road that leads to a new reception and porte cochere. The design is a Robert Ross creation – of course! I think that you will be very happy with the new look! We have also created  a two-story waterfall on the side of our famous Treehouse accommodations.  It has become our newest sound and light show! Fale Afa – our new lounge room – continues to be a big hit with all who see it. And, the movies at night are a real treat – with the guests choosing the movie of the night! Congratulations to Lina - who has been with Coconuts since the early days and has taken care of reservations, arranged the Coconuts weddings, and a host of other duties – our new Assistant Hotel Manager. 
TOFA SOIFUA: Wow! I’m exhausted! It’s sunset and time for a Catapult (my favorite drink) on the Palm Terrace. We are very blessed, here in Paradise. We have almost everything. The only thing missing is YOU. Please join us soon. Love from all of us to all of you COCO NUTS and would-be NUTS!  

 Tautaimatapalapala (Barry), Faletua Sieni (Jennifer), Mika (Mike) Julia (Julia) and Ned (Ned)

