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Talofa from PARADISE: A Special Talofa to all Nuts, and would-be Nuts! Well, it is time for my annual newsletter, which I would like to think of as my annual State of the State of Paradise report to you.  And what a year it has been!  Surprise – things have not gotten any better in the “real world” in the past year.  I guess you don’t need me to remind you of the total insanity that seems to be engulfing the planet.  In your part of the world, the “news” that you hear each day is what someone thinks is newsworthy. Unfortunately, that never seems to include the events that are going on each day in places like Samoa.  So, I guess it is up to me to take charge and present the news that I think is rrrreally important – the new from Paradise.  After all, this is the “NEWS NUTS”. Aua Popoli (don’t worry), I will make sure that you get all the rrrreally important news.  Now, for the General News: I am happy to say that Samoa remains quiet, tranquil and safe – just like in the past.  Maybe even more so!  Mika, Sieni and I just celebrated our 14th anniversary in Samoa.  Thanks are not exactly the same here as they were fourteen years ago, but I am happy to say that – for the most part- all of the changes have been for the better.  That means that Samoa is still Paradise!  And, Coconuts is still Coconuts.  True to our word, there are no daily reminders of the real world at Coconuts – no telephones in the rooms, TV’s or newspapers.  Mika, Sieni, Ned and I are very gratified that you continue to enjoy our unique brand of hospitality and come back for more, as reflected in the attached Nut Letters. And, please continue to write to me with your comments.  Now for the Specific News …..  Your Samoan chief, Tautaimatapalapala
PROGRESS IN SAMOA: An Oxymoron? Decide for yourself! ... Well, I am afraid that after all of these years, it seems to have finally happened!  A NEW HOTEL IN SAMOA?  The word is that Aggie Grey’s is building a new, 140-room hotel at the airport.  It is my understanding that ground has been broken and construction is underway.  In fact, not too long ago I personally welcomed to Coconuts two gentlemen who told me that they were the architect and builder of the new project and that they had been directed by Mr. Grey to come to Coconuts to see first hand what it was the made the Coconuts architecture so outstanding.  So, they are obviously starting out on the right foot.  Just think, people arriving by air can simply look out the plane window as they pass over the resort and pick out their favorite room – unless they happen to be flying in the middle of the night, as is so often the case… In my last newsletter I told you about that resort – which shall remain nameless – that decided to lease out their entire property to a highly secretive and private “spiritual organization”.  Well, aua popoli (don’t worry), the “spiritualists” became disenchanted with Samoa after a few months and abruptly left for some secret place.  I can’t say that we miss them because they rarely ventured outside the property.  HOW RUDE!! 
NEWS FOR OUR COCO NUTS :... Once again, I hope you enjoy the enclosed edition of NUT LETTERS. And – as always - they are all 100% true! ... To all of our Nuts who want to share their good times with us, please send us your digital pictures so we can include them on our website.  Just email them to me at cbcsamoa@aol.com, and then check our website.  Speaking of our website, www.coconutsbeachclub.com , if you haven’t seen it for a while, please check it out…. We hope to add streaming video in the near future. Erskine and Christine Rodan, RETURNING NUTS from Melbourne, were recently back for the twenty first visit.  Although I have always thought of them as holding the record for the most number of returning visits, their position has been challenged by Andre and Carrie Lavegine who claim to have returned more than thirty times.  We are researching the archives and will report on this controversy in our next edition…  Don’t forget about our special deal for RETURNING NUTS.  Just let us know your Nut Number and you will receive a 20% discount on your room rate, and a complimentary upgrade if available (don’t you hate it when they say that?) when you check in. 
COCONUTS "STAYS FAMOUS" ISLANDS MAGAZINE, a highly regarded travel magazine published in the United States and devoted exclusively to islands, had a great piece about Samoa in their June 2003 issue.  The article if very long – more than 12 pages – and has stunning photographs of Samoa, together with an insightful look at Samoa and the Fa’a Samoa.  I highly recommend the article, and not just for the following kind words about Coconuts – which are greatly appreciated.  “We rolled into Coconuts Beach Club and Resort in the town of Maninoa… I’d arrived in a sophisticated evocation of the Pacific Paradise.  The large, comfortable accommodations had been built with mostly local timber and thatch, in a style that suggested the Samoan ambience while providing a very international level of comfort.  Coconut’s guiding spirits, Barry & Jennifer Rose, were voluntary refugees who had abandoned successful Beverly Hills law practices to run a hotel in the tropics.  The Roses were still ecstatic about Samoa… On Upolu’s secluded south end, Coconuts Beach Club, one of Samoa’s top resorts, features first class facilities, spacious garden suites, deluxe tree-house rooms and overwater fales.”… In the December, 2003 issue of CONDE NAST TRAVELLER there is an article about Polynesia which includes: “Coconuts Beach Club is a convivial seaside hideaway built ten years ago by two dropout American lawyers, Barry & Jennifer Rose, and centered on the island’s most tuned-in bar and restaurant.”  Lastly, I just learned of an article written by Jackie Williams, in the June 2001 issue of TravelAge West (USA) that said: “We eventually moved across the island to Coconuts Beach Club and Resort.  The property – a great location with reef-protected swimming beach – is staffed by locals from the nearby village.  Everything from the fale-style (open air) restaurant to the gecko-shaped swimming pool was Fa’a Samoa – the Samoan Way.  Our room, located in the tree house section, was furnished with items made by the villagers and our large bathtub overlooked the ocean.  We had a commanding view of the jungle-like garden and its bird life.” 

RESTAUARANT NEWS:  I’m sorry to say that I am still waiting for a good photographe to come along and take pictures of our beautiful new dining room at night.  Once I have them I will put them on our website.  The MEAL DEAL, now in its fifth year, continues to be a great success!  And why not at the attractive price of only US$43.99 per person for breakfast, lunch and a three-course dinner – with unlimited quantities of our recently upgraded California House Wine at lunch and dinner, plus unlimited quantities of many of your other favorite beverages, including the ever-popular Vailima beer.  Now that I think about it, I guess I really don’t have very much “new” to report from the restaurant.  That is probably a good thing, since I get so many letters telling me to please make sure that things remain just the way they are.

HOTEL NEWS : The new entrance and reception that I reported on last year has been very well received. We are constantly reminded by guests just how beautiful it is and how it retains such a strong Samoan feel, but also has some highly stylized features – like its luminous ceiling.  There is simply nothing like it in Samoa – or anywhere else.  THE REALLY BIG NEWS is that our seven, old, Courtyard (standard) rooms have been demolished. In their place are three exquisite suites, each of them featuring a sitting room with convertible couch, bedroom and two full bathrooms. All of the bathrooms are outdoor and feature our trademark waterfall shower. In addition they have covered terraces and beautiful sea and garden views.  So, now we have gone from 24 to 20 rooms. Now for those of you concerned that we are going to expand and “spoil” Coconuts – does that put your mind at ease? What’s next, you ask?  Well, the next project that we have in mind is a remodel of the Treehouse rooms.  So, look for word of that big undertaking in the very near future on our website.  A milestone for Ned, our genial General Manager – he recently celebrated his seventh anniversary at Coconuts Beach Club. My how time flies when you’re having fun!
TOFA SOIFUA: Wow! I’m exhausted! It’s sunset and time for a Catapult (my favorite drink) on the Palm Terrace. We are very blessed, here in Paradise. We have almost everything. The only thing missing is YOU. Please join us soon. Love from all of us to all of you COCO NUTS and would-be NUTS!  

 Tautaimatapalapala (Barry), Faletua Sieni (Jennifer), Mika (Mike) Julia (Julia) and Ned (Ned)

