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Talofa from PARADISE: A Special Talofa Lava to all Nuts, and would-be Nuts! Well, it is time for my annual newsletter and the State of Paradise report. As I see it, the rate of change in the “real world” seems to be increasing, and the changes are not very positive.  As you will read, it looks like we are experiencing some changes in Samoa too – not nearly as disturbing as in your world – but I am happy to say that Samoa remains tranquil and safe. And, at Coconuts we promise not to change too much – and always in a nice way! We have had a terrific year and Coconuts and the Coconuts aiga (family) are all doing very well, healthy and happy. Thanks to all of you who expressed concern upon hearing that Cyclone Heta came uncomfortably close to Samoa. I am pleased to report that the only damage that we suffered was to our landscaping, but since it is the ‘natural” landscape of the island it has made a great recovery and there is little evidence of the cyclone to be seen today. Mika, Sieni and I just celebrated our 15th anniversary in Samoa, and we remain delightfully out of touch with the day-to-day events of the outside world. By the way, would someone please tell us who won the USA presidential election? On second thought, don’t  tell me. I really don’t want to know! As always, we have no daily reminders of the real world at Coconuts – no telephones in the rooms, TV’s or newspapers. So if you want to escape from the pressures of your world, please come and join us in ours! Now, for the State of Paradise Report ……Your Samoan chief, Tautaimatapalapala 
PROGRESS IN SAMOA: Now for the dreaded, bad news!  Well, it is really happening. BIG HOTELS are on the horizon. I always knew that it had to happen, sooner or later. After all, Samoa has always been an undiscovered gem.  But we have enjoyed a terrific 15-year run without any real development. All that is about to change. The new Aggie Greys Hotel currently being built beside the airport (as we speak) will have 140 rooms and it should open next year. I know that will make a lot of people happy, especially the ones  that  like to look up and see a plane about 500 feet overhead. For all of the guests that will stay there, let’s hope that it doesn’t cause a big increase in flights – especially the ones that arrive and depart in the middle of the night! Another big project, located on a man-made island at the old Taumasina site (near the town of Apia) is also underway. If you like BIG hotels, here’s another one - 200 rooms, villas, condos, penthouses and who knows what else – courtesy of a New Zealand developer. If that’s not enough progress to ruin your day, try this one. Rumor has it that a resort chain from Fiji is also moving into Samoa and is going to build TWO BIG resorts on our island. HOW RUDE!! Now, for your moment of Zen, here is a report about that resort down the beach from us – which shall remain nameless – the one that provides us with a never-ending series of amusing stories. Sorry, that I can’t share some of them with you, but they might not think it was funny (HOW RUDE!!). I can tell you that, following the year that it was closed to the public and rented to a group of “spiritualists”, it did, in fact, reopen as a resort. This time it reincarnated itself (no pun intended) as a self-proclaimed 5 Star resort. At least that was the plan when it reopened…..Stay tuned!

NEWS FOR OUR COCO NUTS :... Once again, I hope you enjoy the enclosed edition of NUT LETTERS … all 100% true! ... If you want to share your good times with us, please send us your digital pictures so we can include them on our web site. Just email them to me at tautai@coconutsbeachclub.com and then if we like them we will put them on our web site. HOW RUDE! Speaking of our web site, www.coconutsbeachclub.com, if you haven’t seen it for a while, please do. .... There you will find a lot of “new” news. Anne and Fabien – a delightful French couple – are now running the Dive operation at Coconuts. Please check out the SCUBA page on our web site. Anne is the lady on the left, Lynn Murphy (an avid diver) is on the right and your test is to figure out which one is Fabien. Also check out the YOGA page, featuring Taialofa, our resident Yoga instructor. Isn’t that some great news? If it makes you want to return to Coconuts again, right away, don’t forget about our special deal for RETURNING NUTS – now celebrating it’s 10 Year Anniversary! - a 20% discount on your room rate, and a complimentary upgrade, if available.  

COCONUTS "STAYS FAMOUS" Among the many published articles about Coconuts, there was a terrific article (with great pictures) in the Toronto Star (Canada) Newspaper of March 20, 2004 by Mitchell Smyth, appropriately entitled “Finding Respite at Polynesian Retreat”. We especially liked “The rooms, be it fales, lagoon cottages or tree houses are, of course, first rate: large and airy with big beds and bathrooms with ceiling-mounted shower heads so you feel you’re standing under a waterfall. And then there’s the restaurant, so good that people regularly come from Apia … an hour away, to dine.” A totally surprising article was published in, of all places, Lawyers Weekly from Australia, issue #180, 27 February 2004. Entitled “A Samoan Wedding-moon,” the delightful article written by busy lawyer Alanna Murphy describes her wedding at Coconuts Beach Club. Starting with “My partner and I chose the exclusive Coconuts Beach Club…for the purpose of getting married and having our honeymoon, all at the same time.” And finishing with “As you can imagine, our wedding day at Coconuts was one of the most stress-free and happiest days of our life.” Finally, from the US Ambassador to New Zealand 

“ …there can’t be a more wonderful spot on Samoa. Our only wish is that next time we will be able to spend more time here…”

RESTAURANT NEWS:  Yes, I still wait for that magical photographer to come along and capture a picture of our beautiful dining room at night so that I can post it on our website. But waiting, in Samoa, is an art form…. Anyway, I just got a new camera and I think I shall post my own pictures! By the way, the MEAL DEAL, now in it’s sixth year, continues to be a great success. It is regularly booked in advance (to take advantage of the special pre-book pricing) by about 20% of first-time guests to Coconuts and 80% of Returning Nuts. And the price has only gone up a dollar in the last year (unlike the price of petrol)! Well, it should be popular… at the attractive, pre-book price of only US$44.99 per person for breakfast, lunch and a three-course dinner (including unlimited quantities of beer or wine at lunch and dinner – or non-alcoholic beverages if you prefer), it really is a DEAL!  - and there is no competition! It would be a pretty good deal if the food was only mediocre. But Travel Writers have, for years, correctly reported that Coconuts has the BEST food in the South Pacific, and so the Coconuts Meal Deal remains one of the best deals you’ll ever experience! On a recent trip to New Zealand I am happy to report that Sieni and I were able to convince Sacred Hills Winery, one of New Zealand’s premier wineries, to bottle our own Coconuts Label wines. So we now feature Hawkes Bay Chardonnay, Hawkes Bay Sauvignon Blanc and East Coast Merlot Malbec. What’s more, we offer them to you for the same, or lower, price than you would pay in a New Zealand restaurant. We know, because we experienced it first hand in New Zealand.

HOTEL NEWS: Well, last time I told you that we were going to remodel the first and original accommodations at Coconuts – the famous Treehouse – and now I can report that it is complete and turned out even better than we had expected. We increased the size of the rooms by more than 30 percent by adding an entrance vestibule and a new design. The bathrooms are spectacular, retaining the famous two-person tubs with a view, but now featuring Quartzite stone floors and walls and counters. All new furniture features our trademark four-poster beds, but this time they are bamboo canopy beds. Although I would like to take credit for the beauty, I must say “Let’s hear it for Robert Ross”; our renowned designer from Los Angeles who came to Coconuts on two occasions to make sure that his original creation was lovingly transformed in the Coconuts style! So what’s next? We never stop…. Anyway, our beautiful old villa by the sea (the one I built for me and Sieni as our home) is getting tired and with much sadness (after all Sieni and I lived in it for a long time), we have plans to tear it down and build a “Presidential Suite” – Coconuts style.  It will actually be three, connected, beachfront fales made entirely of pole construction. These will be very spacious split-level fales, that are suitable for three separate families, or one, large family  - who can afford it. Hopefully, by the time that you read this, you will be able to visit our web site and book your room via the Internet in one single effortless endeavor. We have been working on an on-line system that will allow you to access our availability by room category and enter your arrival and departure information and complete your booking at one time – complete with a confirmation. Ned and I have been working on this for a long time and we think we are perilously close to success. By the way, Ned is approaching his 9 th year with us as General Manager, Lina has just finished her 2nd year with us as Resort Manager (10 years in total), Tavita (in charge of construction) has finished his 13th year, Sieni and I have now been married for 25 years, and Julia is still speaking to Mika. Will wonders never cease? 

TOFA SOIFUA: Wow! I’m exhausted! It’s sunset, and time for an appropriate libation on the Palm Terrace (work, work, work). We are very blessed, here in Paradise. We have almost everything. The only thing missing is YOU.  Love from all of us, to all of you …………!  

 Tautaimatapalapala (Barry), Faletua Sieni (Jennifer), Mika (Mike),  Ned  (Ned),   Onolina (Lina)

